Imagine: Looking Forward by Looking Back
Unit 8/Lesson 3: Connect the Dots - Interpreting Clues in Public Records

POLK DIRECTORY PAGES

What follows are 21 pages from the Polk Directory (the Seattle phone book) from 1920 to 1956,
showing entries for the owners and residents of some of the houses that were torn down to make
way for the Century 21 fairgrounds. (Phone books are going the way of the dinosaur these days,
but you could probably still dig one up for your students to look at. Have they ever used one? Can
they find anyone they know in there? What do they - or their parents - usually do when they want
to find out someone’s address or phone number?)

There are notes in the images directing students to certain items on each page, but there are many
other interesting things to note about these documents, so give them time to explore. For instance:

* Inthe early years, the directory listed your occupation, even what company you worked
for. Sometimes the abbreviations are a little hard to figure out - have students try to
decode the entries.

* There was a reverse directory, so instead of looking up someone’s name to see where they
lived, you could look up an address and find out who lived there. Could you do this now?

* Wives' names were in parentheses after their husbands’ names. Widows had their
husbands’ names listed even after they were dead. Why was that?

Each page has information about one or more of the properties from the property cards, also
provided with this unit. Students can glean information from these pages that will help them fill
out (or get started on) their imaginary stories about the homes that were torn down when the
Seattle Center was built.
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